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Mission 
 
St. Catherine Labouré Parish provides a structured program 
for the religious education of elementary school 
children attending the public school system.  The 
curriculum includes all dimensions of religious education: 
doctrine, scripture, liturgy, prayer, service and sacramental 
preparation.  The curriculum is taught in the spirit of cooperative 
learning and hands on activities that connect religion to everyday 
experiences.  Classes are available on Sunday mornings for 
kindergarten through eighth graders.  
 
Additional liturgical experiences and activities are offered 
throughout the school year.  Parental involvement is an 
important aspect to the development of the program.  A 
volunteer form is given to every family to experience spiritual 
growth.  
 
New catechists are always welcome to join our program. 
For additional information please call the religious education 
office at 847-724-2240 (Extension # 1) 
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Dear Parent 
 
Welcome to a new year of Religious 
Education.  We are blessed about the 
prospect of working with you to ensure 
that your child receives an outstanding 
Catholic Religious Education experience.  
We believe that every child can be 

successful and that all of us play an important role in the 
development of your child’s spiritual growth. 
 
Our goal is to help parents stimulate faith development in their 
children through Liturgy, Eucharist, Scripture and Prayer. To 
help your children achieve this success, it is up to all of us to 
work together in a supportive and cooperative environment as 
we guide your child to grow in our faith. One of the most 
important ways to grow spiritually is to attend Sunday Liturgies 
together as a family.   
 
Please use this handbook for information about our program. 
You can also stay informed by reading the church bulletin, and 
the parish web site at: www.StCatherineLaboure.com. 
Look for the Religious Education Box. 
 
May your experience in the Religious Education Program at St. 
Catherine Labouré be positive, spiritual and faith filled! 
  
 
In the love of the Holy Spirit, 
Sr. Nadiya Levchenko, SSpS 
Coordinator of Religious Education  
 

 
  



 
5 

 

CATECHISTS  2018-2019 
 

Spiritual Director 
Fr. Maina 
 

Kindergarten 
Mrs.  Albrecht 
 

Fifth Grade 
Mr.  Gunther  
Ms.  Healey    
 

Religious Education 
Coordinator 
Sr. Nadiya Levchenko, 
SSpS 
 

First Grade 
Mrs.  Dias 
 

Sixth Grade 
Miss  Hauser  
Mr.  Willer 
 

Sacrament Coordinator 
Mrs.  Oskerka 
 

Second Grade 
Mrs.  DeLetto 
 

Seventh Grade 
Mrs.  Olickal 
Mrs.  Seipp 
 

 

Third Grade 
Mrs.  Burrell 
Mrs.  Shim 
 

Eighths Grade 
Mr.  Sobecks 
Mr. Snow  
 

 Fourth Grade 
Mrs.   Staniec 
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Progress Reports 
Progress reports are issued twice a year, so that parents can 
keep track of their child's work in the classroom. 
The report covers the following areas: 
 
Evaluation Goals: 
Attendance Knows Grade Level  
 Doctrine 
Class Participation Completes Homework 
Comes Prepared to Class Use of Time & Talents 
Attitude/Effort Respects Authority & 
Property Follows Directions 
Conduct in Class Catechists Comments 

 
Grade Level Prayers & Goals: 
KINDERGARTEN - Sign of the Cross –Glory Be 
GRADE 1   God - Our Father & Hail Mary   
GRADE 2   Reconciliation, Communion, Act of Contrition 
GRADE 3   Church - Apostles’ Creed 
GRADE 4   Ten Commandments - Beatitudes 

              Stations of the Cross- Morality 
GRADE 5   Seven Sacraments & Symbols 
GRADE 6   The Old Testament - The Ten Commandments 
GRADE 7   The New Testament -   Life of Jesus 
GRADE 8   Church History, Scripture, Confirmation 
 

Preparation for the Sacraments 
Consistent enrollment is required every year corresponding to 
a child’s public school grade level from first through eighth 
grade. 
  
According to the policies of the Archdiocese of Chicago, two 
years of preparation are necessary for celebrating the 
sacraments.  Students begin their immediate preparation for 
the sacrament in the second year. 
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The students in the second grade (who have completed the 
first year program) are prepared for the sacraments of 
Reconciliation and Eucharist as part of their class sessions. 
  
These class sessions are in conjunction with the formation 
which they receive with their families.  The most important 
preparation children can receive for the Eucharist is to be 
regular participants at Sunday mass. 
  
Confirmation is celebrated in the spring time.  Most students 
will be confirmed in eighth grade, if they have completed the 
two-year confirmation preparation sequence.  Students who 
begin in grade eight will begin with the seventh grade course 
(Confirmation I) and complete two years. 
  
In addition to classroom work, students are expected to 
participate in the parish Confirmation program, which consists 
of journaling on the works of mercy, special events and a 
retreat. 
 
Students who did not attend in Seventh Grade will begin 
preparation for Confirmation in the Seventh Grade program 
(Confirmation I) , and when they are in Ninth Grade, be placed 
in the Eighth Grade program (Confirmation II). They will be 
confirmed in that year. 

Grade Level Goals 
Kindergarten Students Will… 

* Learn the Sign of the Cross & Glory Be.  
* Be introduced to prayer.  
* Develop a love for God and his creations.   
* Leave Kindergarten wanting to be a good person.  

 
First Grade Students Will… 

* Learn about: Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, Communion and 
Baptism.   

* Develop a sense that prayer is a conversation with God and that 
we belong to a community.   

* Learn the Hail Mary and Our Father. 
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* Practice a sharing and caring attitude towards their fellow 
classmates.   

 
Second Grade Students Will… 

* Prepare and receive Reconciliation and First Communion.   
* Develop an understanding of the Mass: the Gospel and Eucharist. 
* Learn the Act of Contrition.   
* Discuss Advent, Christmas, Lent and Easter.   
* Strive to give Jesus our best. 

 
Third Grade Students Will… 

* Grow in God’s love through scripture and liturgy.  
* Learn about saints, prayer, and sacraments of Initiation. 
* Learn the Apostles Creed. 
* Learn the Marks of the Church: One, Holy, Catholic & 

Apostolic. 
* Participate in the Christmas Liturgy. 

 
Fourth Grade Students Will… 

* Hear that they are called by name to love and serve God.   
* Learn the Ten Commandments and Beatitudes. 
* Develop knowledge of the Rosary, Corporal and Spiritual Works 

of Mercy and Saints.   
* Participate in the Stations of the Cross.  

 
Fifth Grade Students Will… 

* Learn the Seven Sacraments and their symbols. 
* Study the seasons of Advent and Lent. 
* Increase their knowledge of Mary and the Rosary. 
* Memorize the Holy Days of Obligation. 

 
Sixth Grade Students Will… 

* Learn how to look up scripture in the bible to enhance their 
understanding of the Word of God. 

* Be introduced to the Old Testament and how the stories relate 
to our present lives. 

* Memorize the Ten Commandments.  
* Understand the value of the Ten Commandments and the 

background of our faith. 
 

Seventh Grade Students Will… 
* Understand that scripture helps to develop a closer relationship to 

God and his word.  
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* Study the life of Jesus, the Sacraments, Parables and Beatitudes.  
* Learn the New Testament’s four gospels and Acts of the 

Apostles.  
* Relate Jesus to their lives and daily successes.  
* Develop Christ like behavior. 

 
Eighth Grade Students Will… 

* Understand the Sacrament of Confirmation 
* Review Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, Eucharist and 

Confirmation. 
* Recognize the Holy Spirit. 
* Understand Church History and Learn about Scripture.  
*  Celebrate Liturgical Rites and Symbols of the Church. 

 
More about the goals you will learn from Prayers, Practices and 
Religious Literacy Objectives for Students, Families and Catechists 
booklet. 
For students who miss enrolling for specific years, it is the responsibility of 
the family to help the student meet those benchmarks. 
 

Admission Policies   
  Non-Discrimination 

* Our parish operates under the auspices of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago.   

* We do not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, color, and 
national or ethnic origin. 

  Priority for Admissions 
* Priority for enrollment will be in this order: (1) families who are 

already enrolled, (2) new parish families, then (3) families of non-
parishioners.   

* The parish is authorized to make discretionary exceptions to 
these priorities.  

 Tuition Costs  
* For families with one child, the fee is $195.00, two children, 

$295.00, three or more children, $395.00.   
* The First Communion fee is an additional $60.00.  
* The Six Grade Bible fee is an additional $20.00.  
* The Eighth Grade Confirmation fee is an additional $70.00. 
* The late fee for registering after June is an additional $50.00. 
* For families not registered in the Parish the fee is an additional 

$200.00.  
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Attendance Procedures 
Daily Arrivals 

* Regular attendance is expected.  
* Please be sure your child arrives on time. Late arrivals can be 

disruptive to class.  
Leaving Class Early 

* If you will be picking up your child early due to a family 
commitment, please write a note to your child’s catechist stating 
the time your child will be picked up.   

* Please go to the classroom and personally pick up your child. 
* We will not allow a child to leave the building early 

without an adult. 
Absences 
We hope that absences are few and far between.  However, they are 
sometimes unavoidable. 

* If your child is sick on a class day, please call the office at (847)724-
2240 and leave a message. When reporting the absence, please 
leave the student’s name and grade level and the reason of absence. 

* You can use the form online to report the absence. 
* If your child has to miss a class due to any conflict, please notify the 

catechist in writing beforehand so the absence is excused.   
 
Acknowledging that the demands of today’s society are many, parents are 
urged to make regular attendance at RE a priority for their children. 
  
Please note that we consider more than 3 absences a year excessive.  If a 
child misses more than this, we will need to evaluate to see if s/he is 
meeting the benchmarks for that grade. 
  
If a child is absent, it is the parent’s responsibility to see that he or she 
completes the make-up homework that the catechist assigns.  Parents will 
be notified of the make-up via email, if possible.   Parents are expected to 
participate in the lessons together with the children.  
  
Return the assignment to the catechist. 
Regular homework may be assigned by the catechist.  It is the parent’s 
responsibility to see that it is returned to class. 
 
Custody Concerns 

* If parents are divorced or separated, the program presumes that 
both parents have access to the children, unless one parent can 
provide evidence that he or she has the sole right.   

* Both parents can request email and mailing addresses. 
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Safety Drop-off and Pick-up Procedures 
* All of our families need to take every safety precaution when 

dropping off and picking up your child on Sunday mornings.  Many 
children are too small to be seen by large vehicles.  Drop off and 
pick up is everyone’s responsibility.  Please observe curb side 
pickup and drop off in the circle drive area and the Chapel area.  
We ask you to drive safely and maintain a level of courtesy toward 
all members of our community.   

* Children can enter the building through:   
o Church after mass by the east door. 
o Parking lot entrance near Holy Family Chapel. 
o Left door of the circle drive school entrance.  
o Doors will be secured at 9:15. 

 
Safety Procedures for Kindergarten, First and Second Graders 

* Children in Kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd grades must be signed in 
and out of class. Children will remain in their classrooms until an 
adult signs them out.   

* Please be prompt for arrivals and pickups. 
* At the first class, parents fill out a form that lists adults that are 

allowed to pick-up your child.  

Discipline Procedures 
* If there is a discipline problem in the classroom, the child will be 

sent to the Religious Education Office. If the problem persists, 
parents will be called.  

* Cell phones calls, texting and taking pictures is not allowed during 
class sessions. If phones are used in class, they will be taken to the 
RE office and then picked up by the parent.  

Celebrating Liturgy & Reconciliation  
Liturgies are convenient for our class times:  

* Saturdays at 5:00 pm, Sundays at 8:00 am, 11:00 am, and 
 6:00 pm in Spanish 

* Reconciliation - Saturdays at 4:00 pm. to 4:45 pm.  
 
Class Time: Sunday Morning 9:00am - 10:30am 
 
Special Events 
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Christmas Pageant 
December 24, 2017 
 
Stations of the Cross  
March 15, 2018 
 

Confirmation  
March 10, 2018 
 
First Communion 
May 4, 2018 

Sacraments  
Faith formation is an important part of our program; we encourage students 
to attend all years of formation. Reconciliation, Communion and 
Confirmation are Sacraments that are received in our program. Preparation 
for each of the Sacraments is a two-year program.  Reconciliation and 
Communion begin in Grade 1 and Confirmation begins in Grade 7.    

Parental Involvement 
• Model in your family an active Christian faith and reinforce the 

values for living a Christian faith.  
• Accept the responsibility to have your children attend all classes.  
• Check your child’s folder to see what they have accomplished. 
• Take an active approach and attend Mass and Holy Days.  
• Attend the Sacrament of Reconciliation regularly. 
• Attend special events in the program. 

 

Responsibilities of Parents in RE 
Part Three of “The Catechism of the Catholic Church” (Life in Christ), Nos. 
2223 and 2226, can enlighten us regarding responsibilities as parents. I invite 
you to read these two sections, reflect upon them, and ask God to help 
parents to be active catechists in their homes, the “domestic church”. 
 
“Parents have the first responsibility for the education of their children. 
They bear witness to this responsibility first by creating a home where 
tenderness, forgiveness, respect, fidelity, and disinterested service are the 
rule. The home is well suited for education in the virtues. This requires an 
apprenticeship in self-denial, sound judgment, and self-mastery-the 
preconditions of all true freedom. Parents should teach their children to 
subordinate the ‘material and instinctual dimensions to interior and spiritual 
ones.’ Parents have a grave responsibility to give good example to their 
children. By knowing how to acknowledge their own failings to their 
children, parents will be better able to guide and correct them.” (CCC 
2223) 
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“Education in the faith by the parents should begin in the child’s earliest 
years. This already happens when family members help one another to grow 
in faith by the witness of a Christian life in keeping with the Gospel. Family 
catechesis precedes, accompanies, and enriches other forms of instruction 
in the faith. Parents have the mission of teaching their children to pray and 
to discover their vocation as children of God. The parish is the Eucharistic 
community and the heart of the liturgical life of Christian families; it is a 
privileged place for the catechesis of children and parents.” (CCC 2226) 

Accommodation for Special Needs                  
Parents are responsible for advising the Religious Education Office about all 
special needs, allergy, health and medical concerns, and physical and/or 
learning disabilities that pertain to their children, especially if there is a need 
for specialized individual attention. This information will be shared with the 
child’s catechist or aide for the benefit of the assisting in class room 
management. 

Our goal is to mainstream, as much as possible, any child with special 
learning needs.  This is dependent upon our ability to recruit catechists and 
aides who can work individually with a student, if that is necessary. 

If a child cannot be mainstreamed successfully, we will work with the family 
to ensure that an appropriate setting is found to educate the child in the 
faith and prepare him or her for the sacraments. 

  

Medication                                            
Except in extraordinary circumstances which must be approved by the DRE, 
the Religious Education program or personnel will not maintain, supervise 
the taking of, or administer medication.  

Parents are responsible for advising the DRE if their child carries an inhaler, 
epi-pen or other life-saving medication that they may need during class 
sessions; for making sure the child has the necessary supplies; that the child 
is trained in proper usage, and able to administer the medication as 
necessary; most importantly, parents are responsible for seeing that 
children’s information is updated regularly.  
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Allergies 
* Please update, now and throughout the school year, all your child’s 

allergies (including food) and current medications on the 
registration form.  

* On special occasions, we may serve food.  
Emergency Phone Numbers 

* Please register your current home, cell phone numbers and email 
addresses. 

*  For emergencies, we need contact information updated. 
 

Safety Plan – Emergencies 
St. Catherine Labouré Religious Education is dedicated to providing a safe, 
orderly, and secure learning environment.  During an evacuation for fire or 
other emergencies parents can join their children in the specified area away 
from the building but cannot leave with them until the evacuation is over or 
as directed by the catechists and emergency personal.  During a lock down 
situation you will be allowed to enter the building after emergency personal 
clear the area.   

Protecting God’s Children 
• We participate in the effort of the Archdiocese of Chicago to 

ensure the safety of all children. Materials will be incorporated 
from the Child Lures Program throughout the year.  

• For the safety of our children, all volunteers (18+) have completed 
a background check and attended a mandatory VIRTUS "Protecting 
God's Children" training seminar.  

• We have the Parent Guide from the Child Lures Prevention 
Program which addresses topics as harassment, boundaries, and 
self-esteem.  If you wish more information regarding this program, 
please call the Religious Education Office at 847-24-2240. 

 

Lost & Found 
* There is a container in the RE office for lost items.  
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Adult Faith Formation 
 
 

Dear St. Catherine Labouré Religious Education Parents, 
 
Thank you for entrusting your children to SCL for their Catholic religious education.  
This year, SCL is again honored to offer a Sunday morning program for adults.  
While your children learn about our faith and grow closer to God, so can you.  
 
You are all parents.  You are all familiar with the phenomenon of your children 
pelting you with a barrage of questions regarding whatever strikes their fancy at any 
moment.  Why not refresh your knowledge of our faith?  In doing so, you will not 
only be better equipped to parry that barrage of questions, you will grow closer 
to God.  After all, you want your children to know and to love Him; why not you, 
too? 
 
This year, we will offer a program titled, “The Bible Timeline”, by Jeff Cavins. 
You may recall Mr. Cavins presented a Lenten Mission at SCL a few years ago.  The 
Mission introduced us to his program of bible study, using his timeline. 
 
Before you groan and roll your eyes about bible study, Mr. Cavins presents scripture 
in a unique way which not only is not boring but becomes a sort of quest to follow 
the thread which presents “The Story of Salvation”.  Informative and inviting, “The 
Bible Timeline” is the perfect resource for all Catholics who want to get into sacred 
scripture. 
 
The Study Guide for the program is only 260 pages long and is divided into 23 
lessons.  They will be distributed at our first meeting on Sunday, 9 September.  If you 
cannot make the first meeting, pick up the Guide the next time.  Obviously, this is a 
voluntary program so if you cannot make it every week, that is fine.  The SCL 
Religious Education program is 24 weeks, so our Adult Program will be 
the same length.  A Schedule and Syllabus will be distributed at our first 
meeting, Sunday, 9 September. 
 
Finally, regarding our first meeting, it will be merely an introductory session.  We 
will meet, chat and answer questions in addition to distributing materials.  We will 
have coffee and refreshments available every week.  So, do not just drop your 
children off at the door at 8:55, go to Starbucks and pick up your children at 10:30, 
stay and learn more about your faith while you drink coffee with us.  After 
all, you know learning about your faith is important, otherwise you would not 
register your children in our Religious Education program; why not resume your 
relationship with God through SCL Spiritual Enrichment and rekindle the fire? 
 
Michael T. Corbitt  
Michael A. LaTona  
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Schedule 2018-2019 
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A Prayer for Daughters 
Protection  
 
Lord, I pray Your emotional, physical, and 
spiritual protection over my daughter. Keep 
evil far from her, and help her to trust You as 
her refuge and strength. I pray You will guard 
her mind from harmful instruction, and grant 
her discernment to recognize truth. I pray You 
will make her strong and courageous in the 
presence of danger, recognizing that You have 
overcome and will set right all injustice and 
wrong one day. Help her to find rest in Your 
shadow, as she lives in the spiritual shelter You 
provide for her. Let her know that the only 
safe place is in Jesus, and that her home on 
earth is only temporary. In Jesus name, amen. 
~ Rebecca Barlow Jordan 
 

A Prayer for Your Son 
Discernment 
 
Lord, I pray that my son will develop an eternal 
perspective and purpose, not an earthly one.  
Help him to see life–and every challenge–
through Your eyes, eager and unafraid to 
share with others the good news of Jesus 
wherever he goes. I pray that they will set his 
minds on things above, not just what’s going 
on here, and that he will be rooted and 
grounded in Your love. I pray that he will come 
to understand the extent of Your own love for 
him–that it surpasses all the head knowledge 
they will acquire in school. I pray he will be 
filled up with You from morning ’til night. 
~ Rebecca Barlow Jordan 
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